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ORGANIZATION OF THE DRAFT EIS 


This Draft EIS is organized by major sections and subsections, including an Executive Summary, 
table of contents, appendices, and a Draft Site Management and Monitoring Plan (SMMP).  It is 
intended to guide the reader through the information, questions, issues, and considerations that 
were evaluated in the decision-making process conducted for the Rhode Island Region Long-
Term Dredged Material Disposal Site Evaluation Project.  The various sections of the EIS are 
briefly described below to assist the reader in understanding the document and the decision
making process. 

SECTION 1.0 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION 

Section 1.0 introduces and describes the proposed action, presents a history of disposal in the 
Rhode Island Region (RIR), and discusses agency activities related to the RIR, the legislative 
history of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act 
(MSPRA), regulatory requirements for site use, and the scoping and public involvement process.  
This background history and information lays the foundation for the subsequent discussion of the 
purpose of and need for the proposed project. The purpose explains the basis for the designation 
of one or more dredged material ocean disposal sites; it is followed by a discussion of the 
identified dredging, navigation, safety, and economic needs for an ocean disposal site. 

SECTION 2.0 ALTERNATIVES 

Section 2.0 provides a detailed discussion of the screening process used to identify reasonable 
ocean disposal alternatives.  It also discusses alternatives that were considered but eliminated 
from detailed study and explains why they were eliminated.  

SECTION 3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

Section 3.0 describes the existing natural, physical, and socioeconomic environment of the Zone 
of Siting Feasibility (ZSF) and, where applicable, of the RIR.  It presents a comprehensive 
discussion of environmental baseline resources obtained through an extensive literature search 
and from available environmental studies and analyses; additional information was collected and 
developed as part of the investigation and at working group meetings.  The affected environment 
is the foundation upon which alternatives are developed and environmental consequences of the 
alternatives are evaluated. Physical features discussed include geological setting, meteorology, 
physical oceanography, sediment characteristics and transport, and water quality.  Biological 
resources addressed include plankton community; benthic invertebrates; fish; shellfish; marine 
and coastal birds; marine mammals and reptiles; rare, threatened, and endangered species; 
species of special concern; and contaminants in organisms.  The socioeconomic environment 
addresses commercial and recreational fisheries, shipping, military usage, mineral and energy 
development, recreational activities, natural and cultural features of historical importance, other 
legitimate uses, and areas of special concern.   
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SECTION 4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

Section 4.0 identifies and discusses in detail the environmental consequences that could occur 
under the two ocean disposal alternatives evaluated and under the no action alternative, including 
socioeconomic impacts, and evaluates and compares direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts.  
This section provides information on and justification of the choice of the preferred alternative  

SECTION 5.0 FEASIBILITY OF SURVEILLANCE AND MONITORING 

Section 5.0 presents the six requirements for ocean disposal site management plans included in 
the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (MPRSA) Section 102(c)(3) and 
references the Draft Site Management and Monitoring Plan (SMMP) accompanying this Draft 
EIS. 

SECTION 6.0 AGENCY COORDINATION AND COMPLIANCE 

Section 6.0 summarizes the agency coordination and environmental compliance conducted 
throughout the development of this project.  This section documents the coordination activities 
undertaken by the EPA and the Corps with Federal, state, and local agencies, from the request 
for identification of cooperating agencies through the identification of the preferred alternative.  
Additionally, a summary of the Biological Assessment (BA), Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), and 
Coastal Zone Management (CZM) consistency determination is presented. 

SECTION 7.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT   

Section 7.0 discusses scoping activities and the continuous public involvement conducted 
throughout the project, including Working Group and public information meetings, LISTSERV 
communication, Corps and Working Group websites, and public hearings. 

SECTION 8.0 LIST OF PREPARERS 

Section 8.0 lists all Federal and state agency personnel, together with the consultants, who were 
responsible for conducting the environmental studies, technical basis reports, public 
involvement, and coordination for the preparation of this Draft EIS.  

SECTION 9.0 REFERENCES 

Section 9.0 lists all references used during this study and documentation of this project. 

SECTION 10.0 LIST OF EIS DISTRIBUTION TO AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS 

Section 10.0 provides a complete Draft EIS distribution list of all Federal and state government 
agencies having jurisdictional responsibility, expertise, or interest in this project and all 
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interested parties or persons who requested the opportunity to review and comment on this Draft 
EIS. 

APPENDICES 

Appendices include (1) additional data not presented in the text of the EIS but which support 
evaluations, (2) all pertinent correspondence, and (3) the RIR SMMP. 
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